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Personal 

information 

First name(s) / 

Surname(s) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ilir   

KAPAJ 

 
 
 

Address(es)     Address(es)    “Rr. Ferit Xhajko, Pall. 65/4; Shk. 1, Ap. 12; Tiranë, Shqipëri” (private address in Albania)  
Agricultural University of Tirana, Faculty of Economy & Agribusiness Koder Kamez 1001, Tirana/Albania   
(home institution) 
 

Telephone(s)    Mobile:     +355 684013722 

Fax(es)    NA 

E-mail      ikapaj@ubt.edu.al,  ilirkapaj@yahoo.com; 

Nationality Albanian 

Date of birth      12 December 1975 

Gender Male 

  

 
Work experience 

  
    Dates Since September 2020 

Occupation or position held Deputy Rector, Responsible for teaching at Agricultural University of Tirana 
 

    Dates April 2016-August 2020 
Occupation or position held Head of the “Agribusiness Department”; Agricultural University of Tirana/Faculty of Economy and Agribusiness 

 
    Dates March 2012 - May 2016 

Occupation or position held Vice Dean of the Faculty of Economy and Agribusiness/Agricultural University of Tirana, Director of PhD Program 
 

    Dates Since September 2001 
Occupation or position held Lecturer 

Main activities and 
responsibilities 

Teaching: Agribusiness Management, Responsible and contact person for the modules taught in second level 

diploma; “Managerial Economics” and “Quality Management” . 

Responsible and contact persons for the upcoming module “Operational Management” in Second level master 
in the Faculty of Economy & Agribusiness/AUT 

Name and address of 

employer 

Agricultural University of Tirana, Faculty of Economy & Agribusiness 
Kodër-Kamëz, Tirana/Albania (home institution) 

Type of business or sector Public University 
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Education and 

training 
 

Dates     May 27, 2015 

       Title of qualification     Associated Professor 

         Awarded    Decision Nr. 17; date 27/05/2015, Of the Council of Professors/ Faculty of Economy and   
             Agribusiness/Agricultural University of Tirana  

 

Dates     March 2007- May 2011 (Scholarship from  IDB) 
 

Title of qualification 

awarded 

Principal 

subjects/occupational 

skills covered 

Name and type of 

organization providing 

education and training 

Level in national or 

international 

classification 

 

Ph.D. degree  
 
 
Agricultural Economics; Special focus on quality management systems. The internationally recognized system 

and importance of applying these systems in Agri processing industry in Albania as very important factor of 

assuring the quality and be more competitive in regional and European markets 

Hohenheim University 

Agricultural Faculty; Institute of Agribusiness Management and Computer Application in Agriculture (410c) 

Stuttgart/Germany 

ISCED, level 8 

 

Dates     March 2002- September 2004 
 

Title of qualification 

awarded 

Principal 

subjects/occupational 

skills covered 

Name and type of 

organization providing 

education and training 

Level in national or 

international 

classification 

 

Master 
 
 
Quality Management in meat processing industry in Albania. Necessity of assuring quality. 
 
 
 
Hohenheim University 

Agricultural Faculty; Institute of Agribusiness Management and Computer Application in Agriculture (410c) 

Stuttgart/Germany 

ISCED, level 7 

 

Dates     September 1996- March 2001 
 

Title of qualification 

awarded 

Principal 

subjects/occupational 

skills covered 

Name and type of 

organization providing 

education and training 

Level in national or 

international 

classification 

 

Economist 
 
 
University studies in “Farm and Agribusiness Management” 
 
 
 
Agricultural University of Tirana, Faculty of Agriculture, Department of “Farm and Agribusiness Management” 
 
 
 
ISCED, level 6 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
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Understanding Speaking Writing 

Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production  
 

C2 
 

Proficient user 
 

C2 
Proficient 

user 

 

C2 
 

Proficient user 
 

C2 
 

Proficient user 
 

C2 
 

Proficient user 

 

B1 
 

Independent user 
 

B2 
Independent 

use 

 

B2 
 

Independent use 
 

B2 
 

Independent use 
 

B2 
 

Independent use 

 

C2 
 

Proficient user 
 

C2 
Proficient 

user 

 

C1 
 

Proficient use 
 

B2 
 

Independent user 
 

B1 
 

Independent user 

 

Personal skills and 

competences 
 

Mother tongue(s)   Albanian 

 
Other language(s)   English, German, Italian 

 

Self-assessment 

European level (*) 

English 

 

German 
 

 

Italian 

 
(*) Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 

 

 

Social skills and 

competences 

 

- Good ability to adapt to multicultural environments, gained through my study experience abroad 

- Very good communication skills gained from my work experience as teacher in University 

- Good knowledge on social rules and tradition in Latin America, Turkey and Germany 

Technical skills and 

competences  

 

- Agribusiness Management, Farm management and Rural Development, Quality Management & Safety of 

Food Products, Firms Economics. 

- A number of professional training in the area of Agricultural Economics, Quality Management and Food 

Safety 

 

Computer skills and 

competences 

 

- Windows operation system (XP, Vista &Win7and Win10); Microsoft Office 2007 and later (Word, Excel, 

PowerPoint, Outlook, Publisher), skills gained from experience 

- Very good skills in Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox and Google Chrome gained from experience and 

various courses 

- Very good skills on survey software used in Social Science “Win Survey” (learned form a course taught in 

Institute 410 C Hohenheim University) 

- Very good skills in Statistical Software in Social Sciences SPSS, gained from a course and from 

independent learning & also in CBC software and Sawtooth software (conjoint analysis, online survey) 

- Basic knowledge in SAS (Statistical Software) 

- Very good skills in Adobe Acrobat, Reader, Distiller and Nitro pdf 

- Very good skills in “RefWorks”, an online researching tool writing and collaboration management.  

- Very good skills in “Mendeley”, an online reference manager and an academic social netwo rk 

- Very goof skills in distance learning with platform such as Zoom, Cisco Webex. Moodle 

 

Driving license      - Driving license, level B 
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Additional information 

University Books 

Kapaj I. Co-author, “Drejtim Agrobiznesi” 

Kapaj I. Co-author, “Administrim Publik” 
 

 

Other Scientific books/working papers 
 
Guri, F., Kapaj, I., Musabelliu, B., Meço, M., Topulli, E., Keco, R., … others. (2015). "Characteristics of farming systems in Albania"  JRC-

IPTS (Institute for Prospective and Technological Studies, Joint Research Centre)  Working Papers; Issue JRC95833 . 

KAPAJ I. (co-author), “Agricultural Markets in a Transitioning Economy: An Albanian Case Study", CABI Publishing, ISBN-13: 

9781780641003, http://www.cabi.org/bookshopbeta/book-details/?pid=2522: March 2013 

KAPAJ I., “Assessing quality and safety of food and beverage products in Albanian processing enterprises”, 
http://opus.ub.uni-hohenheim.de/volltexte/2012/680/ 

 

KAPAJ  I. (co-author  in one chapter),  “Olive Oil, Constituents,  Quality, Health  Properties  and  Bioconversions”, INTECH-open, 

December 2011, ISBN 978-953-307-921-9, http://www.intechopen.com/books/olive-oil-constituents- quality-health-properties-and-

bioconversions 

Supervision of the Doctoral studies 

Terezi Eda. Ph.D theses; “Reforma Rregullatore dhe Efektet e saj në Përmirësimin e Klimës dhe Performancës së Biznesit. Mundësitë për 
Përmirësime të Mëtejshme ”, Faculty of Economy ad Agribusiness/ Agricultural University of Tirana; Tirane, Albania 2015;  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_JyotQ0Et9bb1J3RmhIeXk3eXM/edit; 

Kahremani Argjina. Ph.D theses; “Ndikimi I Standardeve Iso 9001 Në Efektivitetin E Ndërmarrjeve të Vogla dhe të Mesme në  Rajonin e 
Pollogut (Republika E Maqedonisë)” ”, Faculty of Economy ad Agribusiness/ Agricultural University of Tirana; Tirane, Albania 2016;  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_JyotQ0Et9bamdqUzJjRXkwZTQ/edit 

Lashi  Fabjan, Ph.D theses; “Analiza e Sistemeve të Gjurmueshmërisë në Sektorin e Bujqësisë në Shqipëri, Rasti i Produkteve të Mishit”; 

Faculty of Economy ad Agribusiness/ Agricultural University of Tirana; Tirane, Albania 2015;  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oP4ucuXN7HWMl4fiQ8rcAVykAL5eaD9V/edit  

 

Scientific Article 

Fejzaj, Elona & Kapaj, & Mane Kapaj, Ana. (2021). Effects of Covid-19 Pandemic in Personal and Family Savings in Albania. Research in 
World Economy.  https://doi.org/10.5430/rwe.v12n3p32 

Kapaj, Ilir & Gjoni, Albana & Maloku, Sadik & Kapaj, Ana. (2021). Wine Consumption Determinants in Albania Using Categorical 
Regression Model. Research in World Economy.. https://doi.org/10.5430/rwe.v12n1p204 

Sokoli Olta, Kapaj Ilir  and Reiner Doluschitz. "Determining Factors that Affect Farming in the Albanian Milk Sector."  International Journal 
on Food System Dynamics 11, no. 3 (2020): 258-269. 

Remzi Keco, Gentjan Mehmeti, Shpresim Domi and Ilir Kapaj. " Factors that affect the performance of apple cultivation farms - an 
Albanian case study." Journal of Food, Agriculture & Environment 17, no. 2 (2019): 27-30. 

Remzi, Keco, Kapaj Ilir, and Tomorri Ilir. "Wine Industry In Albania A Cluster Apprach." Perspectives of modern scientific research”. 
Pegasus Publishing, Lisbon, Portugal, 2018 pp. 32-38. 2018. 

Tomorri, Ilir, Remzi Keco, and Ilir Kapaj. "Analysis of Factors Affecting The Economic Growth In Albania." Global challenges of 
contemporary issues (2018): 17. 

Keco R, Domi Sh and Kapaj I; “Quality Signs For Chestnut In Albania - Methodological Approach” Annals. Food Science and Technology; 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
http://www.cabi.org/bookshopbeta/book-details/?pid=2522
http://opus.ub.uni-hohenheim.de/volltexte/2012/680/
http://www.intechopen.com/books/olive-oil-constituents-quality-health-properties-and-bioconversions
http://www.intechopen.com/books/olive-oil-constituents-quality-health-properties-and-bioconversions
http://www.intechopen.com/books/olive-oil-constituents-quality-health-properties-and-bioconversions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_JyotQ0Et9bb1J3RmhIeXk3eXM/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_JyotQ0Et9bamdqUzJjRXkwZTQ/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oP4ucuXN7HWMl4fiQ8rcAVykAL5eaD9V/edit
https://doi.org/10.5430/rwe.v12n3p32
https://doi.org/10.5430/rwe.v12n1p204
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Vol. 19, ISSUE 3 (2018); Print ISSN 2065-2828; e-ISSN 2344-4916. 

Keco R, Kapaj I, Mulliri J and Tomorri I; " Key Factors In The Development of The Wine Industry In Albania." International Journal of 
Economics, Commerce and Management (IJECM 2018), Vol. VI, Issue 6, June 2018;ISSN 2348 0386. 

Keco  R, Kapaj I, Domi Sh, Tomorri I. " The future managers at the agribusiness sector in Albania" Albanian Journal of Agricultural; 2018; 
(Special edition – Proceedings of ICOALS, 2018) 

Domi, SH, Keco  R, Musabelliu B, and Kapaj I. "A review of factors affecting SMEs performance: An Albanian rural tourism perspective." 
Albanian Journal of Agricultural; 2018;(Special edition – Proceedings of ICOALS, 2018) 

Lashi, F., Kapaj, I., & Keco, R. (2017). Customer preferences towards food safety and traceability systems for meat value chain in 
Albania. Journal Of European Academic Research. 55-66, Vol III, March 2017 - ISBN 1387-3812. Czech Republic, Praga 

Lashi, F., Kapaj, I., & Keco, R. (2017). Customer Preference for Consuming Organic Red Meat - Case Study of Albanian 
Market. European Journal of Economics and Business Studies; Vol. 3  Nr. 1, 89-93. Finland, Helsinki 

Bardhi, R. & Kapaj, I. (2017). The contribution of geographical indications in sustainable rural development (evidence from Northern 
Albania). European Journal of Business, Economics and Accountancy, 5 (6), 71-79. 

Lashi, Fabjan, and Ilir Kapaj. "Information Relevance and Perception of Albanian Consumers when Purchasing Meat." Albanian Jo urnal of 
Agricultural Sciences 16, no. 4 (2017). 

Kadiu, Edmond, Arben Tërpollari, Stilian Apostoli, Erdit Nesturi, Majlinda Belegu, and Ilir Kapaj. "The Importance of Assessi ng Medicinal 
and Aromatic Plants as Products of Territory-In Order to Develop Tourism and Rural Areas." Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences 8, 
no. 1 (2017): 448-452. 

Karemani, A , Kapaj, I (co-author) . (2016). The Relationship between ISO 9001 and Total Quality Management: Analysis of SME-s in the 
Polog Region – Macedonia. International Journal of Social Sciences and Education Research, 2 (3), 869-875. Retrieved from 
http://dergipark.gov.tr/ijsser/issue/26512/279015 

Lushi, Isuf, Ana Mane, Ilir Kapaj, and Remzi Keco. "Producer and Consumer's Perspectives on Olive Oil Quality Albania's Case. " 
Advances in Management and Applied Economics 6, no. 4 (2016): 87. 

KAPAJ I. (first author)  2016:  IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2015), published 
by IFCN Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Lushi, Isuf, Ana Mane, Ilir Kapaj, and Remzi Keco. "A Literature Review on ISO 9001 Standard." European Journal of Business, 
Economics and Accountancy 4, no. 2 (2016): 81-85. 

Lushi, I, Keco, R, Tomorri, I, & Kapaj, I (2016). Main Factors That Determine Consumer Behavior For Wine In The Region Of Pri zren, 
Kosovo. Annals Food Science and …, afst.valahia.ro 

KAPAJ I. (first author)  2015:  IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2014), published 

by IFCN Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Kapaj I. (first author). “Trends of olive oil production: Case of Mediterranean region”, Beyond the horizon of tempus projects. Theory and 
practice of project management, Università in Romagna, No.37, pg. 311-322, ISBN 978-88-6541-407-1 

Meco, Maksim, Remzi Keco, Ilir Kapaj, and Alqi Naqellari. "Some alternatives of improvement the cow milk production efficiency in 
Albania (cash flow analysis)." Review on Agriculture and Rural Development 3, no. 1 (2014): 277-286. 

KAPAJ I. (first author)  2014:  IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2013), published 

by IFCN Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

KAPAJ, I. (2013), “Assessing the situation of food and beverage enterprises regarding implementation of the quality management 
systems (Case of Tirana/Albania)”, Agricultural Economics (AGRICECON), http://www.agriculturejournals.cz/web/agricecon.htm 

KAPAJ, I.  (2013), “Household Consumption of Dairy Products - An Analysis of Consumer Behavior in Albania”, Mediterranean Journal of 
Social Sciences, Volume 4, No.9, 104-109. http://www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/mjss/search/results 

KAPAJ, I. (2013), “Quality Management Systems in Meat Processing Industry in Albania - Quantifying Factors that Influence its 
Implementation”, Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences, Volume 4 , No.10, 470-473. 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
http://dergipark.gov.tr/ijsser/issue/26512/279015
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://www.agriculturejournals.cz/web/agricecon.htm
http://www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/mjss/search/results
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http://www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/mjss/search/results 

Kapaj, Ana, Eda Deci, Ilir Kapaj, and Maksim Mece. "Consumers behavior towards milk products in urban Albania." Journal of Food, 
Agriculture & Environment 11, no. 2 (2013): 76-80. 

Ilir KAPAJ (2013), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2012), published by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

KAPAJ I, co-author (2012), "Measuring the effect of production factors on yield of greenhouse tomato production using multivariate 
model”, European Scientific Journal, Vol.8, No.23. http://eujournal.org/index.php/esj/issue/view/48 

Ilir KAPAJ (2012), IFCN (International Farm Comparison Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2011), published by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

KAPAJ I, co-author (2012), “Capacity buildings new opportunity for development of rural areas (case of Preza  commune), Albania”, 
International journal of ecosystems and ecology science ISSN 2224-4980, Vol.2/2. 
https://sites.google.com/site/injournalofecosystems/template/volume-2-1-2012/volume-2-2-2012 

Ilir KAPAJ co-author, (2012), “Milk Consumers’ preferences in Urban Albania”, Advances in Management and  Applied Economics, ISSN 
1792-7544, International Scientific Press. http://www.scienpress.com/journal 

Ilir KAPAJ co-author (2011), “Analiza e preferencave të konsumatorit për produktin e qumështit, në fokusin e segmentimit të tregut në 
Shqipëri”, Journal of Economy and Agrobusiness, No 3, ISNN 2223-7658 

Ilir KAPAJ. co-author; Identifying some key indicators Benchmarks (competitive benchmark) helping meat processors in Albania 
improving their management decisions:  VALAHAIAN JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC STUDIES; VJES Vol.2(16) Issue1, 2011: ISSN 2067 - 
9440 

Ilir KAPAJ co-author (2011), “Rritja e ndermarjeve dhe problemeve te menaxhimit te marketingut ne industrine e veres”, Journal of 
Economy and Agrobusiness, No 3, ISNN 2223-7658 

Ilir KAPAJ (2011), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2010), published by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Ilir KAPAJ (2010), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2009), publ ished by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Ilir  KAPAJ  co-author,  (2011),  “Mundesite  prodhuese  dhe  eficenca  e  perdorimit  te  burrimeve  ne  prodhimin bujqesor”, Journal of 
Economy and Agrobusiness, No 2, ISBN 978-99956-92-11-7 

Ilir KAPAJ co-author, (2011), “Klasterat ne industrine e veres-teze e parakoheshme apo nevoje reale”, Journal of Economy and 
Agrobusiness, No 2, ISBN 978-99956-92-11-7 

Ilir  KAPAJ,  co-author;  "Assessing  the  Comparative  Advantage  of  Albanian  Olive  Oil  Production"  IFAMR (International Food and 
Agribusiness Management Review); Volume13, Issue 1, 2010. ISSN #: 1559-2448,College Station, TX 77841-4145, USA; 
https://www.ifama.org/publications/chainletter/cmsdocs/9i1.pdf 

Ilir KAPAJ (2009), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2009), published by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Ilir KAPAJ co-author, (2009), “Percaktimi i struktures optimale te prodhimit te nje ferme tipike blektorale”, Journal of Economy and 
Agrobusiness, No 1, ISBN 978-99956-92-11-7 

KAPAJ I. Co-author, (2009), “Gruaja në zonat Rurale, Përkatësia gjinore dhe punësimi në Shqipëri”, Ekonomia dhe Tranzicioni, Nr. 4 (59)  

Ilir KAPAJ (2008), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2008), publish ed by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Ilir KAPAJ (2007), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2007), published by IFCN 
Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Ilir KAPAJ (2006), IFCN (International Farm Comparision Network), Dairy Report for Albania country page (2006), published by IFCN 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
http://www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/mjss/search/results
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://eujournal.org/index.php/esj/issue/view/48
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/injournalofecosystems/template
https://sites.google.com/site/injournalofecosystems/template/volume-2-1-2012/volume-2-2-2012
http://www.scienpress.com/journal
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
https://www.ifama.org/publications/chainletter/cmsdocs/9i1.pdf
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
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Dairy Research Centre Kiel/Germnay www.ifcndairy.org 

Ilir KAPAJ  (2006) Efekte socio-ekonomike të implemetimit të projektit të sekuestrimit të karbonit (socio-economic efects of implementing 
carbon sequestration projects), Magazine of Albania Agriculture(2006) 

Ilir KAPAJ (2005): “Konkurueshmëria dhe avantazhet krahasuese të prodhimit të misrit në Shqipëri”, Albania Agriculture , Tirana/Alb ania, 
September  2005. 

llir  KAPAJ  (2004):  “Decision-Making  on  quality  management  in  the  meat  processing  industry  in  Albania" Hohenheim, Germany, 
September 2004. 

 
 

Conference Participation 

Kapaj, I and Gjoni A: Audit role in Albania, a Financial Statement’s Information’ users approach. “ International Conference on Empirical 
Economics and Social Science (ICEESS’ 20)” December 12-13, 2020 / Bandırma - Turkey 

Kapaj I., Troka P and Tola A: Assessing the Situation of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Sector in Malësi e Madhe Region - Challenges 

and Potential: International Conference of Faculty of Economy, University of Tirana “Challenges and Opportunities of a Contemporary 

Economy in the Focus of Knowledge and Science”- COCEFKS 2020, that was held on February 28th – 29th, 2020 in Tirana 

Kapaj I, Kapaj A, Keco R, Deci E:  Wine Consumption Determinants In Albania Using Categorical Regression Model: 20th Internat ional 

Conference On Quantitative Methods In Economics 2019: Book of Abstracts WARSAW, 17 – 19 JUNE 2019. 

Kapaj I, Keco R, Tomorri I, Mehmheti G: “Evaluating Factors That Affect Wine Consumption In Albania”  4th International Conference on 

Engineering Technology and Applied Sciences (ICETAS 2019), 24-28 April 2019, Ukraine' 

TomorrI I, Keco R, and KAPAJ I "The Role Of Smes In The Development of The Albanian Economy." Actual scientific research (2018): 

55. 

Keco  R, Kapaj I, Domi Sh, Tomorri I. " The future managers at the agribusiness sector in Albania." Proceedings of ICOALS 2018 , 

Tirana, Albania. 

Domi Sh, Keco R, Musabelliu B and Kapaj I. "A review of factors affecting SMEs performance: An Albanian rural tourism perspective." 

Proceedings of ICOALS 2018 , Tirana, Albania 

Meço, Maksim, Ilir Kapaj, and Ilir Tomorri. "The Farm Typologies and its Performance in Albania (Case of Elbasan)." In Proceedings of 

the International Scientific Conference" Economic Sciences for Agribusiness and Rural Economy", no. 2. 2018.  

Lashi, F., Kapaj, I., & Keco, R. (2017). Customer preferences towards food safety and traceability systems for meat value chain in 

Albania. E-Conference, Book of Proceedings, P10,  ISBN 1387-3812. Czech Republic, Praga. March 2017 

Lashi, F., Kapaj, I., & Keco, R. (2017). Customer Preference for Consuming Organic Red Meat - Case Study of Albanian Market.  

European Center for Science Education and Research, International Conference on Social Sciences, ICSS XI, January 2017, Helsinki 

BARDHI, Roland, and Ilir KAPAJ. "The Contribution of Geographical Indications in Sustainable Rural Development (Evidence From 

Northern Albania)." In VIII International Scientific Agriculture Symposium," Agrosym 2017", Jahorina, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  October 

2017. Book of Proceedings, pp. 2282-2289. Faculty of Agriculture, University of East Sarajevo, 2017. 

KAPAJ, I. (co-author). “The Relationship Between ISO 9001 and Total Quality Management: Analysis of Sme -S in the Polog Region – 

Macedonia”; ICSER-International Conference on Social Sciences and Education Research; October 29-31, 2015 in Antalya, Turkey. 

KAPAJ, I. (co-author). “Identifikimi i Aftesive, Cilesive dhe Kompetencave te Kerkuara nga Bizneset per Menaxheret e ardhshem”; 

Second International conference of Agriculture Food and environment; September 25, 2015; Universiteti Fan S. Noli in Korça/Albania. 

KAPAJ, I. (first author),"Consumers’ perceptions towards Food Quality and Safety Regional Approach: Case of Albania, Monteneg ro 

and Greece," Proceedings QUAESTI (QUAESTI - Virtual Multidisciplinary Conference), ISBN: 978-80-554-0959-7, ISSN: 1339-5572, 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
http://www.ifcndairy.org/
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vol. 2,issue 1,pp. 43--45, 2014 

KAPAJ, I. (first author) "Distribution channels and Agricultural commodities marketing in Albania," Proceedings QUAESTI (QUAE STI - 

Virtual Multidisciplinary Conference), ISBN: 978-80-554-0959-7, ISSN: 1339-5572, vol. 2,issue 1,pp. 400--402, 2014 

KAPAJ, I(co-author) "Factors that Influence the Acceptance of e-Commerce in Developing Countries: Case of Albania," Proceedings 

ARSA (Proceedings in ARSA - Advanced Research in Scientific Areas), ISBN: 978-80-554-0958-0, ISSN: 1338-9831, vol. 3,issue 1,pp. 

64--67, 2014 

Kapaj, I (first author), “Quality Assurance and Food Safety in Albania”, International scientific days 2014 - Improving performance of 

agriculture and the economy: Challenges for Management and Policy, Nitra, Slovakia, 21-23 May 2014 (Proceedings). ISBN 978-80-

552-1187-9. 

Kapaj, I (first author), “Food Processing Industry in Albania”, 4thInternational Conference of Ecosystems (ICE2014), Tirana, Albania, 23-

26 May 2014 (Libër Abstraktesh) 

Kapaj I. (first author), “Studim mbi nevojat e agrobiznesit shq iptar për lider e ardhshëm; Study on Albanian agribusiness enterprises 

needs for future leaders”, 9TH ANNUAL MEETING OF INSTITUTE ALB-SHKENCA; Prishtina, August 29-31, 2014. 

Kapaj I. (first author); CHANGING THE smes PERFORMANCE AFTER ACQUIRING ISO 9000 CERTIFICATIONALBANIA; V 

International Scientific Agricultural Symposium "Agrosym 2014" Jahorina, 23-26 October 2014, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

www.agrosym.rs.ba 

Kapaj. I etc. Leasing an alternative financing source for business development. GLOBAL CHANGE, ECONOMIC AND LEHAL IMPACT; 

Second Annual International Scientific Conference pg. 124-134; Tirana/Albania April 29, 2014. ISBN 978-9928-123-80-0. 

Kapaj. I etc. Dinamikat e arsimit te larte dhe sfidat e zhvillimit. GLOBAL CHANGE, ECONOMIC AND LEHAL IMPACT; Second Annual  

International Scientific Conference pg. 91-98; Tirana/Albania April 29, 2014. ISBN 978-9928-123-80-0. 

 

KAPAJ, I.  “Quality Management Systems in Meat Processing Industry in Albania - Quantifying Factors that Influence its 

Implementation”, 3° International Conference on Human and Social Sciences, ICHSS 2013, Rome Italy 

KAPAJ, I.  “Household Consumption of Dairy Products - An Analysis of Consumer Behavior in Albania”, 3° International Conference on 

Human and Social Sciences, ICHSS 2013, Rome Italy 

KAPAJ I. “Olive Oil Consumption In Albania Based On Its Socio-Economic Determinants”, Anual Conference of IFAMA (International 

Food & Agribusiness Management Association), 23th Anual World Symposium, Atlanta USA, June 2013 

KAPAJ, I. first author “Agribusiness and Food Industries in Albania: What do They Need From Future Leaders?”, Anual Conference of 

IFAMA (International Food &Agribusiness Management Association), 22th Anual World Symposium, Shanghai-China, June 2012 

KAPAJ, I. Co-author “Enhancing Rural Women’s Role in Albanian Agriculture”, Annual Conference of IFAMA (International Food & 
Agribusiness Management Association),  22th  Annual  World Symposium, Shanghai-China, June 2012 

KAPAJ, I. Co-author, “Vleresimi i faktoreve qe ndikojne performance e operatoreve turistike”, International Annual  Conference, Faculty 
of Economy and Agribusiness, AUT, Tirane, Qershor 2012 

KAPAJ, I. Co-author, “Perdorimi i Modelit shume factorial ne funksion te matjes se eficences te faktoreve te prodhimit te domates ne 
sera”,   International Annual Conference, Faculty of Economy and Agribusiness, AUT, Tirane, Qershor 2012  

KAPAJ, I. first author; Quantifying Factors that Influence Implementation of QMS (Quality Management Systems) in  Meat Processing 
Industry in Albania Using Ordinal Logistic Regression (paper presentation): IFAMA (INTERNATIONAL FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 21st Annual World Forum and Symposium: The Road to 2050: Sustainability as a Business 
Opportunity; Frankfurt, Germany June 19-23, 2011) 

KAPAJ, I. Co-author; Cooperation or non-Cooperation? An Alternative for Increasing Farmer’s Income (paper presentation) : IFAMA 

(INTERNATIONAL FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 21st Annual World Forum and Symposium: The Road to 
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2050: Sustainability as a Business Opportunity; Frankfurt, Germany  June 19-23, 2011) 

KAPAJ, I. first author; Identifying some key indicators Benchmarks (competitive benchmark) helping meat processors in Albania 
improving their management decisions (poster): IAMA (INTERNATIONAL FOOD &  

AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 20th Annual World Forum and Symposium: NAVIGATING THE GLOBAL FOOD 
SYSTEM IN A NEW ERA; Boston USA– June 19-22, 2010) 

KAPAJ, I. co-author; What to Produce and for Whom to Produce. Albanian Case (paper): IAMA (INTERNATIONAL FOOD & 
AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 20th Annual World Forum and Symposium: NAVIGATING THE GLOBAL FOOD 
SYSTEM IN A NEW ERA; Boston USA– June 19-22, 2010) 

KAPAJ, I. co-author; Investigation of Production Opportunities and Resource use Efficiency in Agricultural Production of Albania  
(poster): IAMA (INTERNATIONAL FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 20th Annual World Forum and 
Symposium: NAVIGATING THE GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEM IN  A NEW ERA; Boston  USA– June 19-22,2010) 

KAPAJ A., “Mundesite prodhuese dhe eficenca e perdorimit te burrimeve ne prodhimin bujqesor””, International Annual Con ference, 
Faculty of Economy and Agribusiness, AUT, Tirane, Qershor 2010 

KAPAJ, I. co-author; Vertical Integration in the Wine Industry: A Benchmark Analysis. Case Study "Rilindja" and "Alfa" Enterprises:  20 
Years of Transition in Agriculture: What has been achieved? Where are we heading? IAMO Forum 2009 and EAAE / ERAE Special 
Session, 17–19 June 2009, Halle (Saale), Germany 

KAPAJ, I. first author; Assessing quality and safety of food & beverage products. An analysis of agribusiness enterprises in Tirana 
district/Albania (paper); IAMA (INTERNATIONAL FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 19th Annual World Forum 
and Symposium Budapest, Hungary– June 20-23, 2009) 

KAPAJ, I. co-author; Assessing the comparative advantage of olive oil production in Albania (poster); IAMA (INTERNATIONAL FOOD & 

AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 19th Annual World Forum and Symposium Budapest, Hungary– June 20-23, 2009) 

KAPAJ I. Co-author, “Percaktimi i struktures optimale te prodhimit te nje ferme tipike blektorale”, International  Annual Conference, 
Faculty of Economy and Agribusiness, AUT, Tirane, Qershor 2009. 

KAPAJ, I. (2009): Joint Scholarship Programme between ISDB and Cambridge University, Trinity College, O ld Combination Room/UK 
(09-10 April 2009) 

KAPAJ, I.  (2008):  “Recent  issues  for  science  development,   challenges   for  the  humanity”    Nothingham  University/UK (2008) 

KAPAJ, I. co-author (2006) “Quality management focus in the meat processing industry in Albania (a scope for regional integration)”, 

Timishoara, Rumania (2006) 

KAPAJ, I.  co-author (2005): “Role of marketing cooperatives for increasing farmers partnership in the  Markets”,  IAMO Forum, Halle, 
Germany, June 2005 

 

 

Trainings 
 

5-7 September 2011 

Participation in the training session: The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and United Nations Envi ronment 
Programme (UNEP): First Training Session on “Cleaner Production” of the Second Round of the Programme, at Xheko Imperial Hotel – 
Tirana/Albania 

04  February 2009 

Participation in Workshop “Priority Settings in Research Projects”, AHEED (Albania-Hawaii Higher Education and Economic 
Development), AUT, Tirana /Albania 

09  February 2009 

Participation in Workshop “Grant Writing”, AHEED (Albania-Hawaii Higher Education and Economic Development), AUT, Tirana 
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/Albania 

2005 

TEMPUS project, “New challenges of quality management in food industry”, intensive seminar organized by Gent University/Belgium 

2004 

Seminar Participation “Market Analyses”, organized from USAID, Tirana/Albania.  

Aprill 2002 

Training course in microfinance, held   Hohenheim University, Stuttgart Germany 

1999 

Participation   in   Autumn   Academy   ‘Agricultural   economist’   1999,   organized   from   Hohenheim   University Stuttgart/Germany; 

Tirana/Albania. 
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Member of Professional Bodies 
 

From 2012 and on member of professional body “Institute for Economic Study and Knowledge Transfer/ Responsible for Management  
Unit:  (www. ISETN.org) 

From April 2008 and on - Member of  SDN ( Science and Development Network), within ISDB; www.sciencedev.net 

From 2006 and on 

Member and founder of NGO, “Institute of Farm and Agribusiness Management”, Tirana /Albania  

From  2005 and on 

Member of Albanian Accounting Association, while I hold the title “Approved Accounter” 

From  2005 and on 

Research Partner at IFCN (International Farm Comparison Network) located in Kiel/Germany 

 
 

Projects and monitoring experience 
 
From August 2019 and on (ongoing), Project coordinator: Erasmus+ Program, Key Action 1, Mobility for learners and staff – Higher 

Education Student and Staff Mobility; UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES AND VETERINARY MEDICINE OF CLUJ-

NAPOCA/Romania - Agricultural University of Tirana/Albania 

From August 2019 and on (ongoing), Project coordinator: Erasmus+ Program, Key Action 1, Mobility for learners and staff – Higher 

Education Student and Staff Mobility; ESTONIAN UNIVERSITY OF LIFE SCIENCES, TARTU/Estonia - Agricultural University of 

Tirana/Albania 

From August 2018 and on (ongoing), Project coordinator: Erasmus+ Program, Key Action 1, Mobility for learners and staff – Higher 

Education Student and Staff Mobility; VYTAUTAS MAGNUS UNIVERSITY/Lithuania - Agricultural University of Tirana/Albania 

From August 2018 and on (ongoing), Project coordinator: Erasmus+ Program, Key Action 1, Mobility for learners and staff – Higher 

Education Student and Staff Mobility; UNIVERSITY OF LIFE SCIENCIES LUBLIN/POLAND - Agricultural University of Tirana/Albania 

From August 2017 and on (ongoing), Project coordinator: Erasmus+ Program, Key Action 1, Mobility for learners and staff – Higher 

Education Student and Staff Mobility; AFYON KOCATEPE UNIVERSITY/Turkey - Agricultural University of Tirana/Albania 

From February 2016 and on (ongoing), Project coordinator: Erasmus+ Program, Key Action 1, Mobility for learners and staff – Higher 

Education Student and Staff Mobility; WARSAW UNIVERSITY OF LIFE SCIENCES (SGGW)/Poland – Agricultural University of 

Tirana/Albania 

August 2014 to December 2016, Project coordinator:  “Chestnuts and Honey Chestnut Vc In Albania and Building of Quality Labels in 

the Framework of the Project Biodiversity Conservation - Sustainable Rural Development in Balkan Areas” Mountainous Areas 

Development Agency (MADA)/CIHEAM Bio-diversity project and ISETN – Institute for Economic Studies and Knowledge Transfer. 

Tirana/Albania 

August 2013 to March 2014: JRC/SVQ/2013/J.4/0006/NC, Principal Investigator: “The impact of policy instruments on the farming 

systems in Albania”. EUROPEAN COMMISSION JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE; Institute for Prospective Technological Studies:  

Seville/Spain 

April 2013 to September 2015: External expert for the project Adriatic IPA “WELLFOOD - Promoting Food Innovation for Wellness in the 

Adriatic”; Second call for ordinary project proposals (October 2012-September 2015), 2°ord/0083/0. 

December 2012 to June 2016, Project coordinator: Adriatic IPA Coordinator of ADRIA FOOTOURING-ADRIAtic FOOd and TOURism: 

http://www.sciencedev.net/


 

 

 

INnovatinG smes, Second call for ordinary project proposals (October 2012-June 2016), code: 2°ord./0090/6. 

2008-2012: Albania/Hawaii Higher Education and Economic Development Project, in collaboration with University of Hawaii; Team 

Member: Short description: Strengthening the Faculty of Economy and Agribusinesses capacity to provide quality graduate educa tion 

and to build capacity for effective training, research, consulting and advising to the Ministry of Agriculture, and other sta keholders. 

January 2011- October 2011; Project coordinator: “Organizimi dhe Funksionimi i Insitutit të Kërkimeve Ekonomike dhe Transferimit të 

Njohurive (ISETNJ) pranë FEA-s” financed by Excellence program (Ministry of Education) 

January 2011- October 2011; Team Member: “Zhvillimi i turizmit përmes promovimit të vlerave më të mira të zonës”, Project financed by 

Agency for Social Society Support, Albania 

2010 USAID Main investigator, Identifying Factors that Influence Implementation of QMS (Quality Management Systems) in Meat 

Processing Industry in Albania. Short description: Investigation and quantification of the levels of the implementation of the QMS in 

Albania especially in the meat processing industry. 

2009 FAO, Principal Investigator: Value chain analysis and project preparation. Short description: Value chain analysis and p roject 

preparation for a sericulture sector revival in Albania. 

2008 PHARE – ACE Program; Principal Investigator. A cooperation project, between the Agricultural University of Tirana, and the 

Macedonia University of Macedonia of Thessaloniki, Greece 

2007 AIPP – Team Member: Balkan Trust for Democracy, Policy monitoring and impact assessment specialist, Short description: 

Writing a Monitoring & Evaluation guide for the Fieri regional council and capacity and building for involved stakeholders  

2007 TEMPUS, UM-JEP 17083-2005, Team Member, “Creation of a national Centre for Agricultural Training 
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